St John's College
Oxford

STATEMENT - embargoed until 09.30, Friday 23 July 2021

News Release — external
Professor Dame Sue Black appointed next President of St John’s College, Oxford

St John’s College is delighted to announce the appointment of Professor Dame Sue Black, DBE
OBE FRSE FBA FRAI FRSB CHFA, Baroness Black of Strome, as its next President. She will
take up office as successor to Professor Maggie Snowling CBE FBA FMedSci in summer 2022.
Professor Black will be the 37" President of the College since its foundation in 1555.

Professor Black said:

‘I am honoured to be chosen for the post of President for St. John’s College. I pay tribute to the
work undertaken by Professor Snowling over the last decade. She has set impeccable standards
of service, been inspirational and innovative in her leadership and tireless in her support of staff
and students. I can only promise to do my best to build on the strong foundation that she has
set and look forward enormously to the tasks ahead.’

Professor Maggie Snowling added:

‘I am delighted that the Governing Body has chosen Professor Dame Sue Black, a distinguished
academic, to succeed me as President. | am confident that her wide experience of fundamental
and applied research, coupled with her extensive knowledge of Higher Education, and the
challenges it faces, make her an ideal person to lead the College to new heights of distinction
and inclusivity in the next decade.’

About Professor Dame Sue Black

Professor Dame Sue Black is one of the world’s leading forensic scientists and is currently the
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Engagement at Lancaster University, tasked with raising the
University’s profile locally, regionally and nationally whilst championing the economic growth
and regeneration of North West England.

Since graduating from the University of Aberdeen in human anatomy and forensic
anthropology, Professor Black has had a varied and distinguished academic career, lecturing in
Anatomy at St Thomas’ Hospital London and working as a consultant in forensic anthropology
for both the Home Office and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, undertaking forensic
investigations in Irag, Sierra Leone and Grenada. She was the lead forensic anthropologist
during the international war crimes investigations in Kosovo. From 2003 to 2018 she was
Professor of Anatomy and Forensic Anthropology at Dundee University.

Professor Black has written widely and has made regular media appearances, including on BBC
Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs and The Life Scientific. She was made a Dame Commander of
the Order of the British Empire in the 2016 Queen’s Birthday Honours for services to Higher
Education and Forensic Science and in 2021 entered the House of Lords as a crossbencher peer
as Baroness Black of Strome. Professor Black is also the 65" President of the Royal
Anthropological Institute and she is the lifetime Professor of Anatomy for the Royal Scottish
Academy.
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All enquiries should be directed to Ms Denise Cripps, Head of Communications
(denise.cripps@sjc.ox.ac.uk; (01865) 277456.

St John’s College

Established in 1555 as a constituent college of the University of Oxford, St John’s College fosters
excellence in education and research and is committed to equality and diversity. It is one of the largest
among Oxford Colleges and offers tuition in nearly every subject studied at the University. Today, St
John's is home to approximately 420 undergraduates, 265 graduate students, 100 Fellows and 25 College
lecturers. A vibrant international community, it fosters intellectual rigour, creativity, and independence
in its students, teachers, and researchers. The College supports a range of research activities including
discussions, seminars, workshops, public lectures and visiting scholar schemes. While scholarly
publication is naturally at the heart of the College’s research endeavours, the Fellowship is also
committed to informing policy and public debate, and to teaching that is informed by research findings.

Through the College’s work on access to all aspects of its day-to-day activities, the College has due
regard for its legal commitments under the Equality Act to promote equality, diversity and inclusion.
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