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Oxford’s historic Lamb & Flag pub to reopen

Oxford’s historic Lamb & Flag is to reopen following an agreement between St John’s College
and The Inklings Group, which has signed a long-term lease to relaunch the pub.

The Inklings Group — named in honour of the pub’s former patrons, J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis
et al. — has been established as a Community Interest Company. The Inklings are a diverse and
eclectic mix of Oxford people, past and present, scientists and entrepreneurs, writers and artists,
Town and Gown, as well as local businesses and suppliers.

Kate O’Brien, Chairman of The Inklings Group, said:

‘Several hundred people, brought together by a love of Oxford and the Lamb & Flag pub, have
established the Inklings Group to secure the future of this well-loved pub. We are determined
to ensure that the next 408 years of this beloved pub will be as fun, interesting and impactful as
the last 408 years. Our hope and belief is that the pub will remain as a community asset at the
centre of the magical Oxford scene. The funds to ensure a sustainable future for the pub have
already been committed. This community project is not exclusive in any way and all are
welcome to become an Inkling.’

The Inklings are grateful to St John’s College for sharing their vision and supporting the
relaunch of a pub aimed at local philanthropy and positive impact rather than profit. The
Inklings also wish to thank the many volunteers who have helped make this dream a reality.
They look forward to welcoming the public in the pub soon.

Zoe Hancock, Principal Bursar of St John’s College, added:

‘We are delighted to be working with The Inklings Group to reopen the Lamb & Flag pub. The
Lamb & Flag is much loved by our students, staff, Fellows and the wider community, and we
believe the vision of The Inkling Group will bring great benefit to all.’

The pub’s character will be preserved, and it will undergo light redecoration and refurbishment.
It is expected to open in time for this year’s festive season.
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Notes to Editors

All enquiries should be directed to Ms Iris Burke, Bursary Manager
(bursary.manager@sjc.ox.ac.uk); (01865) 277321.

St John’s College

Established in 1555 as a constituent college of the University of Oxford, St John’s College
fosters excellence in education and research and is committed to equality and diversity. It is
one of the largest among Oxford Colleges and offers tuition in nearly every subject studied at
the University. Today, St John's is home to approximately 390 undergraduates, 250 graduate
students, 100 fellows and 25 College lecturers. A vibrant international community, it fosters
intellectual rigour, creativity, and independence in its students, teachers, and researchers. The
College supports a range of research activities including discussions, seminars, workshops,
public lectures and visiting scholar schemes. While scholarly publication is naturally at the
heart of the College’s research endeavours, the Fellowship is also committed to informing
policy and public debate, and to teaching that is informed by research findings.

Through the College’s work on access to all aspects of its day-to-day activities, the College has
due regard for its legal commitments under the Equality Act to promote equality, diversity and
inclusion.

Enquiries to The Inklings Group should be directed to Kate O’Brien, Chairman
(info@inklingsgroup.com)
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